Recurrent disease after negative second-look laparotomy in stages III and IV ovarian carcinoma.
Between 1977 and 1984, second-look laparotomy to evaluate disease status after adjuvant chemotherapy was performed in 134 patients originally presenting with advanced epithelial ovarian carcinoma. Surgical and histologic assessment did not detect persistent disease in 50 patients (37%). Recurrent carcinoma was subsequently documented in 15 patients (30%), all failures occurring within the abdominal cavity or the retroperitoneal space. Several patient subgroups at high risk for recurrence after negative second-look laparotomy are identified that might benefit from additional adjunctive therapy. Because of different treatment-associated morbidities, the corresponding sensitivities and specificities of the high-risk groups may assist subsequent treatment selection.